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Who has your private health data?

Ontarians are unknowingly sending personal data to a company that helps family doctors boost their
income. No one tells patients a corporation is involved. That raises questions about transparency.

BY DANA BROWN and JOAN WALTERS

Hundreds of thousands of Ontario
patients are unknowingly sending
personal information to a private-
sector company by signing up for
extended coverage fee plans offered by
their family doctors.

Nearly two million letters asking
patients to participate in annual pay-

Anglican
realignment
inevitable

BY SHARON BOASE

BURLINGTON O A breakaway
Anglican group opposed to gay rights
says schism in the Anglican Church of
Canadaisinevitable, but it’s the main-
stream national church that must
shoulder the blame.

About 275 clergy and lay Canadian
Anglicans, from as far away as New-
foundland and Vancouver, began
meeting in Burlington yesterday to
pray and plan strategy around how
they will survive their church’s

festering controversy over gay
ordination and the blessing of same-
sex marriages.

Key among their arsenalis the heart-
felt conviction that the national
churchisresponsible for any parting of
ways and that church property and
assets will be divided accordingly.

“We don’t call it separation but
realignment,” said Cheryl Chang, a
member of theboard of directors of the
Anglican Network in Canada, abranch
of the conservative group Anglican
Essentials.

“It’s actually the Anglican Church of
Canada that’s leaving Anglicanism,”
said Chang, a Vancouver-basedlawyer
and mediator. “We’re not leaving but
staying — and we intend to defend that
position.”

News that asecondretired Canadian
Anglican cleric, Bishop Malcolm
Harding of Brandon, Man., has
defected to the ranks of a conservative
Anglican province in South America
brought the crowd to its feet for a
standing ovation.

Harding hasrelinquished hislicence
to minister in the Anglican Church of
Canada.

Continued on A5
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ment plans for uninsured services have
been sent out over the signatures of
1,000 doctors, an investigation by
Metroland West Media Group hasfound.

The doctors, whose rosters include
patients in Hamilton, Halton, Guelph,
Kitchener-Waterloo, Cambridge, Nia-
gara and other areas, have contracted for
the letters with a Toronto company set
up toincrease physician revenue.

IS THERE A

DOC+OR

IN THE HOUSE?

Healthscreen Solutions Inc., a pub-
licly traded medical management firm,
saysit can garner an average of $18,000
in extrarevenue per doctor a year.

The money comes from charging
patients for services such as sick notes,
phone advice, insurance forms and
faxing and photocopying not covered
by the Ontario Health Insurance Plan.

The letter explains that by paying
one “blockfee” orlump-sum payment
annually, patients can avoid being
billed individually for services deliv-
ered by the doctor outside of medicare.

It encourages patients to pay the fee
even if they don’t think they will need
the services. But patients are not told
that the letters asking for up to $140 a
year per family or up to $95 for singles
are part of the operation of a Health-
screen service called CallerMD.

The company says it is following all
federal and provincial privacy laws.
Continued on A6

Maddie s dream fulfilled

Teen who died of cancer raised money for well in Africa. Mom made it happen
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Sharon Babineau has made good on a promise to her crusading daughter Maddison, who died in May alter a three-

year battle with cancer. Maddie, as she was affectionately known, had raised money to build a school in Africa but

realized the kids couldm’t attend because they had to fetch water for their families. Hence the plan to build a well.
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CFL grilled over tlapjack fiasco

BY JOHN GODDARD

TORONTO [ A teeny bit of snow shut
down the Calgary Pancake Breakfast
yesterday, a Grey Cup street spectacle
since 1948.

“I think that’s pretty wimpy,” said
Saskatchewan Roughriders fan Evan
Heidinger, on a bare stretch of Front
Street West, where flapjacks and
sausages were supposed to be grilling.

Nearly 60 years ago, Calgary Stam-

Toronto’s Union Station from batter
they brought with them on the train.
One fanrode a horse through the lobby
of the Royal York Hotel opposite.

They were wild, those Calgarians.
They showed Toronto how to party and
Calgary continues to sponsor break-
fasts wherever the Grey Cupis held.

Until yesterday.

Along with 70 volunteer cooks, Cal-
gary has sent the Stampeders cheer-
leaders, the queens and princesses of

and a country-and-western band.

Darson Simair, originally from York-
ton, Sask., nowliving in Thornhill, said
he saw Calgary cooks setting up early
under ice pellets. “They had actually
made a few pancakes,” said Simair.
“But the CFL shut them down.”

Did the Calgarians wimp out or did
Toronto league headquarters make
them leave? At press time, the answer
remained unclear.
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:5-'BlackBerry Pearl. Available at the following Bell stores:

Keep in touch in more ways. Faster. HAMILTON

1289 Upper James St.
905 573-9000

The next generation
BlackBerry® Pearl™
8130 smartphone

From Mobile
Managers to Mobile
Moms, these top
everyone’s wish list.

- Access the fastest and largest network
across North America*

+ Phone, email and Windows Live™
Messenger keep you connected on the go

HAMILTON
Centre Mall
905 545-4484

GPS navigation, email,
Internet, music, camera
and QWERTY keyboard

$9995

3-yr contract3
($449.95 no contract)

+ Built-in GPS navigation and BlackBerry®
Maps keep you on the right track HAMILTON

Eastgate Square

9057578-2271

More email. More affordable.
Email for as low as $15/month.?

H1255798

Offer ends December 24, 2007. Available with compatible devices within Bell Mobility high speed mobile network coverage areas, where technology permits. Other monthly fees i.e. €9-1-1 (75¢), system access (not a government fee) ($8.95), and one-time device activation ($35) apply. Long distance and roaming charges (including foreign taxes) are extra outside of your local area. With data
use, fees apply (5¢/KB,up to $2 per session) if you do not subscribe to unlimited Mobile Browser (not available to additional members on FamilyShare plans) and fees may apply for features, content and roaming when outside your local area. Early termination fees apply. Subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer. Taxes extra. While supplies last. May not be as
shown. May not be available in all locations. Other conditions apply. (1) High speed mobile network is available in 1XEV-DO coverage areas. (2) Upon new activation of a new device on a min. 3-yr contract term on a min. $30 monthly voice plan. (3) Upon new activation of a new device on a 3-yr contract on monthly voice plan with a data feature (or a voice and data combo plan) with a min. $45
value. Research In Motion, the RIM logo, BlackBerry, the BlackBerry logo and SureType are registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and may be pending or registered in other countries — these and other marks of Research In Motion Limited are used under license. Windows Live is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.
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